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Mason Grange will hold 6th annual Mason Empty Bowls fundraiser  
to help fight hunger in Warren County 

 
Mason Community Grange No. 1680 will host its sixth annual Mason Empty Bowls soup luncheon from 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Saturday, April 4, at the Mason Grange Hall. 

The Mason Empty Bowls luncheon has raised and distributed more 
than $60,000 to area food pantries since it began in 2015. All 
proceeds from the 2020 event will benefit eight organizations that 
help feed residents of Warren County. 

Most of these organizations have seen reductions in donations, grants 
and resources they relied upon in the past, said Susan Chace, 
coordinator of Mason Empty Bowls 2020. 

“All of the money we raise will help replace some of that funding,” 
Chace said. “The need still exists, despite improved employment and 
economic situations.” 

Thousands of Warren County residents experience food insecurity 
every day, Chace said. The majority are families with parents who 
work one or more minimum wage jobs. An increasing number – about 
20 to 25 percent – are senior citizens whose income no longer 
stretches to meet all of their food needs. 

The two primary Mason Empty Bowls 2020 beneficiaries, the Franklin 
Area Community Services and Lebanon food pantries, will receive up 
to $5,000 each. The Lebanon Food Pantry and FACS operate the two largest food pantries in Warren County, 
serving an average 3,700 clients each month in the Lebanon, Franklin, Springboro and Carlisle school districts. 

Funds raised above the first $10,000 will be divided and awarded to six secondary beneficiaries, which help feed an 
additional 3,000 clients each month. They are:  the Hope in Action’s Giving Garden, which supplies fresh produce 
to the Kings Local, Mason and Lebanon food pantries; Kings Local Food Pantry; Mason Food Pantry; the Loveland 
Interfaith Effort (L.I.F.E.) Food Pantry; Little Miami Food Pantry in Morrow; and the Waynesville Food Pantry. 

Mason Empty Bowls is one of thousands of Empty Bowls Project events hosted each year around the world to raise 
money for programs dedicated to alleviating hunger and food insecurity in local communities.  

During Mason Empty Bowls, guests select from hundreds of handcrafted bowls created and donated by local 
potters, artisans, and students. Then, they dine on their choice of soups, bread and desserts, which were prepared 
and donated by area restaurants and bakeries. Guests take the handcrafted bowl home with them to remind them 
of all the empty bowls that need to be filled. 
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Mason Empty Bowls 2020 will be held at the Mason Grange Hall, 209 N. Mason-Montgomery Road, Mason, Ohio. 
Free parking is available.  Besides a soup luncheon, the event includes a Silent Auction and a Buy-It-Now table 
containing additional donated pottery and crafts that guests can purchase to benefit the pantries. 

Tickets go on sale online and at select locations beginning Feb. 9. The price will be $20 per adult, which includes 
food and a handcrafted bowl.  A food-only ticket for children under 12 will be available for $5.  Purchasers will be 
asked to select one of two seating times: 11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. or 12:30 to 2 p.m. Please check the Mason 
Empty Bowls web site (www.masonemptybowls.org) or Facebook page for details on how and where to buy 
tickets. 

Luncheon tickets are limited to 200 per seating time. If both luncheon times sell out, “Bowl Only” tickets can be 
purchased for $20 beginning at 12:30 p.m. the day of the event. 

“It’s a good idea to buy tickets in advance,” Chace said. “We did sell out both seating times last year.”  

If you would like to volunteer or donate to Mason Empty Bowls, please email MasonOHGrange@gmail.com. 

### 

About Mason Community Grange #1680 

The Mason Community Grange has been supporting the Mason community and area farmers since 1908. It is the 
only remaining Warren County chapter of The National Grange of the Order of Patrons of Husbandry, a grassroots, 
national farm advocacy group formed more than 150 years ago. The modern Grange is open to anyone who 
supports agriculture and believes in working together to make our communities better places in which to live. 
Mason Grange members reside in communities throughout Warren County, meeting the second Wednesday of 
every month at the Grange Hall in Mason. Empty Bowls is one of several local and state community service 
projects that the Mason Grange takes on every year. 
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